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At Home in Beach Flats

Long-Time Residents Buy Refurbished Cottage

na fine 5]:u-in.5 I:"-'\E'.‘I'iI.'I.E a
teenage girl, a neighbor,
loaked

uppnu‘iﬂgl_','

around the living room of The
Velasoo family's new  residence
on Kaye Stroet in the Beach Flats
area of Sanfa Cruz. “Mice house,
huh? sher said.

The Velascos home, which
thev bought earlier this vear, has
been causing quite a buzz in the
neighborhood near the Board-
walk, In a little over a vear, the
Si-square-foot cottage has gone
trom being a boarded-up evesone
to becoming a highly visible part
of the city's plans for improving
the beach area,

The City of Santa Cruz and the
Housing Authority worked tometh-
er to make it happen The city
wanted o0 encourage more home

restore the horme so it could be sold
o & nelghborhood family.

Bringing the cottage up to
snuff was no easy task. Under one
absentee owmner it had detetiorat-
ed badly simce i was bullt B0
vears ago. The accurmulated
debris under the bailding nclud-
ad worn out clothing, dead cats
and hypodermic needles.

“You wouldn't believe the
stuff we found wnder there” sad
Luc de Feymoreau, the contracior
wiho led the constrsction crew that
restoged the howse. The raliabilia-
tion included rewiring the entire
building. re-dodngg much of the
plumbing, patting n new Qoo
ing, paint and carpeting, along

BEACH FLATS HOME O WNERS: The Wlsizeo fairidly Heis
wair pevrchaend O oo dn Beaoy Flads phat seves fl-;l:'g\‘;.r by
e city of Sanda Cruz and restored by the Honstag
Authortty. The Velasoos, from left to rights DI, Angel,
Lepaile, Chriatadl, lvserdo, Marirus amd Cindida

owmnership in Beach Flats and pro-  with extensive exterior work.
vidied the necessary funding for the

Housing Authority to buy and

When the house wenl L for
Comtiraired om Page 3

Getting a Foot in the Door

Rent-Deposit Program Helps First-Time Tenants

hen Carrie Weech
went  through = a
divoree last summier,

her marriage wasn't the only
thing she lost. She also lost a
place to live.

Weech and her tveo children,
aged five and L'iHh!. mereed in

with her sister, and it didn't Took
as if thev'd be moving out any
time soon. Although Weech has a
good job as benefits coordinator
for the Santa Cruz Metropolitan
Transit District, she was living
from payvcheck to paydeck and
had little hope of saving enough

money o pay the frst and last

month's - rent plus - security
department for a place of her own.

s a common problen in
Santa Cruz County, where i can
cost thousands of dollars up front
just o et into a rental unit. To

Confimued on Page 4
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Home Owners, After 25 Years

Reasonable Rent Helps Family Save for Down Payment

edro and Maria Jimenes
have lived in Watsomville
since 1974 and for YEArs,

larmely owing to the high rents

they paid, they got by and that
was about it.

In 1989 their lives, like =o
miamy others in Santa O County,

P

HOME WNERS AFTER 25 YEARS: Mario Nimieses amd her
dargieter Lorena in the lfvieg reom of Pheir new o da
Tindsamille, Affer @ quarter-cantury in His orea, Maria omd
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were pushed in a new direction
by the Loma Prieta earthquake.

The quake damaged the
home they were renting in
Freedorn so badly that it was no
longer habitable, After o period
of homelessness, they finally
found a place to rent in Salinas.

Then in 1991 the Jimenez
familv got a break and made the
mosk of it Accepted as tenants
by the Housing Authority, Pedro
and Maria (along with their chil-
dren Rosita, Lorena, Adrian anc
Dianal moved inte a rental wnit
in Watsonwille,

Under the MHousing Auth-
ofity's management program,
thev paid a percentage of their
Pedro
steadily employed in the straw-

moome a5 rent. WS
berry industry, and the family's
eamings got a boost

Maria got a better jolb a5 a baker

whem

A Fix for Tenants

Steady Funding to be Available for Maintenance Work

here's good news coming

out of Washington, D.C.

for Housing Authority
tenants. The Housing .-";|.|'|.'|1|lri|:}'
has recsivied a 51,3 million grant
from  HLULY= i_'11mr=r:'|'|e|1hi1.4.-
]mpn;wq'rn-,'nl; Asgistance Pro-
gram (CIAP) and will be receiv-
ing a guaranteed allocation in
VEars E come:.

What doe that mean for peo-
ple who rent units from  the
Housing ."'.I,I‘I‘:"Hﬂ.'it}'? For MAny,
owver the next several vears, it will

mean new or repainesd floor and
slalr coverings, new stoves and
water heaters, painting and siding
work, weatherization and mone.
“These funds will enable ws
o do a lot of work om mainte-
nance that tenants have been
requesting.” said Sue  Hoge,
amsistant  executive  director
“Ard because we'll be getting
the funds every vear we'll be
able to budget for these repairs
systematically. This program will
allow the Housing Authority to

at the Bagel Cale.

Although the family’s rent
incresseed as their inconee did, it
=till represented a reasonable per-
centage of their earnings and for
the first time. they wene able to
save money inoearmest. In seven
years they had set aside enough
for & dewn payment on a house

In March of this vear they
used that money to buay a bransd-
mew  Bwo-story wouse off East
Lake Awenue in Watsonville,
becoming home owners after a
quarter Cenbury of rl."l'lti.l'lg.‘;_.

“We're very happy and very
proud,” said Maria Jimenez- a
Fowr  weeeks  after the family
mowved in. “and we're thankiul
that the rent program was therne
tor help us a lot when we really
needed it. Thanks to God and
the Housing Authority, we now
have this beautifal ome.”

be an even better landlond.”

In the past, the Housing
Authority has had to compete
with other apencies for the funds
on a yearly basis, The switch to
guaranieed annual funding came
ak & good time. Owing b a spurt
af comstruction in the late “7s amd
early Bk, the Housing Authority
has & large number of units that
are 13-20 vears old and needing
thie weork that CIAP funds cover,



At Home

Contimnd frow Page |

sale in early 1999, it generated
considerable commmunity infer-
est, Candido Velasco, who had
been renting a much smaller
place with his wife, Zenayda,
and five of their children {bwo
older daughters had married and
moved out), learned about the
Eaye Street house from Francisco
Serna, director of the Beach Flats
Community Center.,

The Velasco family fit the
profile of the buyer the city was
looking for. They had come to
Santa Cruz from Oaxaca, Mexioo,
12 vears ago and lived in Beach
Flats from the day they arrived.
Mr. Velasco earmed a living pri-
marily by cleaning office build-
ings, but also worked in restau-
rants and construction.

As a large family living in
the neighborhood, the Velascos
were high on the pricrity list,
and Mr. Velasco helped his Fammi-
I¥"s chances by getting the paper
wirk topether better tham most
applicants. Afler being closen,
the Velesoos bought the house for
$135,000. The city held a well-
attended dedication ceremaony
on March 31,

A couple of weeks later, pec-—
ple fromy the neighborhood wene
still stopping by to check it out.
Asked ow it felt to be a hame
owner for the first time, BMe
Velasoo broke into a broad smile
and said, “"Muy, muy bien”
{Very, very good. |

PROEILE
A Real People Person

Gertie Garza James Just Likes to Help

ertrudes [Gerlie) Garza James remembers her reac-

tion when she was going through the newspaper and

saw anm ad stating that the Housing Authority was
locking for a receptionist)switchboard operator with excel-
fent people skills.

“1 zaid that's vy job, and I'm going to go getit.” she recalled.

Theat was elght and a hali
vears ago, and she's sl
dodng the job with pleasure.

“1like the interaction with
thwe public and helping solve
peoblems,” she said.
“Everybody has a different
story, and I like to be there for
them. | by b '|-:.1.-L"Fl afl open
mind and treal everyvone with
the same quality”

As the first employes
miost - visitors see at  the
Housing Authority offices,
Cartie does a lob of dealing with PLH-.:IF:-ll:'. ]:'r4.1|.1\..'||.1]_1_.' the hardest
part of the job is giving out the bad news about how long the
walting li=t is for rent subsidies, though she said people gener-
ally take it philosophically.

O the other hand, there's a lot of |:=||.-u:~1|.1n.= in |:5I|.-11'Ii|1g with
thase whi are receiving assistance from the Housing Authority.
"The people in the programs are 20 nice, and you just get a good
feeling from being able to help them,” she =ad, “and F'm privi-
leged to work with a tearm of fantastic people who are hard-
working and dedicated.”

Gertie has lived in Santa Cruz Coanty almaost all ber life, She
attendad Hilv Cross Elementary School, Mission: Hill Junior
Hi.;.‘:,]'l aryid ;.'l';]:i.'ll.tu..’ltElJ. from Santa Croz HiHh School. Betore come
Ing to work for the Housing Authority, she worked 10 years a5 2
11 dispatcher for Santa Cruse County.

“Whenever | have a rh.'-u5|"| di.'l:\.' here, 1 can ::|'.'.':|_-.'5-: think
back to working the 911 switchboard,” she said. “1 feel a lot
better in a hurry.”
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Getting a Foot in the Door

address that issue, the Housing
Authority this vear teamed up
with the County of Santa Cruz
and the cities of Santa Cruz, Sootts

MAKING THE BEENT: Camr Werch and fer
sowe, Krrin, outside the aparimmeat teey rend
im Capitoda. Followriag & dievwce, Carrir
it adalie fer gyl el a8 marked-rate rowlal
rrile kel From a deposit-nssizfance pre
Eram managed By fhe Housdag Authorily,

Walley  and
Capitola o
offer a rent-
deposit assis-
pro-
gram that will

tance
cover  rental
units any-
where in the
county except
the Gty of
Watsomille
Thi citics
and the coun-
ty make the
F | ] E ram

pll:—;s—i!‘hli_' 'I:l:;'

providing redevelopment money
or federal |'|L‘:I|J.~|i.|'|;..:_ funds to pay
for rental deposits. The Housing
Authority admiristers the pro-
Bram, sCreefnimg |1T\G1HI.|I.'I.'!'i'|.'{"
Each

governmental entity sets its own

clients and rental units.
rules and conditions.

When Weech weas withowt
permanent hodsing last summer,
the progearm was m effect in
Capitola, and 1'.-'|.l:rk:||:'|:.: with the
Housing Authority she was able
to find and move into & "family-
friendly” two-bedroom apart-
mienit in the city.

“They responded inmediate-
Ly, amed when the time came that |
needed the money, the check was
lhl."h."iu:.‘-l likze that,” Weeeck sasd. “1
can homestly say that if it wasn't

Comnued from Page |

for the Housing Authority, 1 don't
know how the kids and T would
have done it.”

Since the program
annpunced on an almest coandy-

Was

wide basis in March, it has gen-

erated  considerable  interest

“We've had dozens of calls
through the end of April from
people wanting to know miore
about it"
Azsistant Executive Direclor of
the Housing Authority. *T think
we'll hawve no trouble osing the

said  Sue - Hoge,

available funds to help qualified
people pet a place of their own.”

[Persons inferested in Hie
remtal deposit program should
call the Honsing - Authorify,

$64=11 7, ext. 3000)
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Un hogar en Beach Flats

Residentes desde hace tiempo compran una cabaiia restaurada

n una agradable tarde de
primavera una muchacha
vecina, observando  con
aprobacidn la zala de la nueva
reiidencia de la familia Velaseo

en la calle Kaye, zona de Beach
Flats en - -Santa Croe, comenio:
“Linda casa, jno?"

PFROMETARICS DE SU HOGAR EN BEACH FLATS: La
familia Velasco comprd este afe ena casa en Beack Flats,
agine Wbt sido compraddn por la ciodad de Sanda Cres y
resfeurada por lo Axlforidad de Verdendas, Loa Velasen, de
ifzauieradn @ devecha: (Hivin, Amgel, Zemayida, Christad,
Ferarali, Maricruz g Cilindido,

Baoard of
CanFirm i deid il

Eleise Garuhamn
Chatrpersar
Carkos B Kico
Fire Ly et

[raris Hurgers
arsha Martine
Marihm Hammel
Celis Ohiganiista
LT Schaefier

Mlary McKeraie
lames
Exrcwdior Dhscder

B ]'u:lgar de loe Vielason, que
compranm a comienzos de este
afin, ha causado sensaciion en el
barmio cerca dil Boardwalk. En

poce mds de un ano, la cabafa de
QD pries cuadrados que era un
msullo a la vista se ha convertido
en prueba visible de una parte de
los planes de la cuidad para
mejorar la zona de la plava.

La ciudad de Santa Cruz v la
Autoridad de Viviendas trakba-
para que ello
sucediera. La ciudad queria alen-

jaron  juntas
tar a la genle a gue cormprara
propiedad en Beach Flats v ofre-
cid los fondos necesarios  para
i la Autoridad de Viviendas
comprara y restaurara la casa,
para que pudiera ser vendida a
una famialia del vecindaco.
Mejorar el estado de la
cabafia no fue tarea Facil. Tieme va
B anoss, ¥ &l duwedio anterior, (e
noe vive aqui, habia permitido
que se deteriorara al méximo.
Cuando la caza se puso en
vienta a |:|:ri I'Ii.'ir.!i.li:l."i = T, T
ris un comsiderable interés en la
comumidad. Cindida Velason,
Hue
vivienda mucho mads pequeiia,

estaba  alguilando una
COM 5L CHPOsa }"1'n:,|}'d:| ¥ candn e
sus hijos (dos hijas mayones va

estin  casadas ¥ vivie pur su

cuenta), se enterd de o casa en la
calla Kﬂ}lu a través de Framcizco
Serna, director del Centro Comu-
nitario de Beach Flags.

La familia Velaseo se ajustaba
perfectamente al tipo de com-
prador que la cludad buscaba
Llegaron a Santa Cruz desde
Caxaca, Meéxico, hace 12 afos ¥
desde que llegaron viven en
Beach Flads. El Sr. Vielasco s ha
ganado la vida principalmente
|i1||.E‘:|iandu adificios de oficimas,
preT tambitn ha Trahajn.d-:'- en
restaarantes ¥ En comsbruecidn.

Siendo una farmilia numerosa
de s barnio, los Velasos bendan Vi
prioridad en la lista, v el S5 Velas-
o0 e .1:|.'1.||J|:'5- a & mismo Vo3 su
familia 1.'11mph-lum|.-|1 |l doscarmen-
b MeCesAriog mogor e la mayi-
riz i los saolicibambes. l’h:d.]_'lue:!_-: de
haber sido l,'ll;‘bﬁdi:ﬁ, loe Velasco
COMpTann la Gr=a por 135, 10HL

Lin par cle wemanas lL‘II.':'-.T'I,.II.'h.
les wecinos 'putul'l:u'l toclavin poT lau
casa para verk. Cuando le pregun-
taron al S Velasco odmo se sentia
al =er pmnpil_-lm'in por p-:ri'r:wra e,
sonmiendo

i,

:Lmrrlinml,*nl:-ir:

":'du_l.*, may Enen™,

Propietarios después de 25 afios

Razonable alquiler ayuda a una familia a ahorrar para el pago inicial

Maria Jiménex
viven en la zoma de Wat-
sonville desde 1974 v per

AT, pr.inri}'uiml.lnl!l.' debideo ol

edro ¥

alta .1|r.|ui ler e Fragubun, T
podian salir adelante.
Em 1989 sus vicas {ﬂ1m|:rL'| de

eambre: obres revsidentes died conda-
do de Santa Cruz) fueron empu-
i.'id.:m e una nueva direccsin por
il termemabo de Loma Pricta.

El terremodo dafd by casa e
.'.|I1;_|r.|:i.l.:|'l:l.r|.1'| en Frecdom de tal
AN QU MW pl,:lriil.'-rrm s-u,-guir

viviendo en ella. Despuds de un
pertindo a la deriva, finalmente
hallarom  una  vivienda para
alyguilar en Salinas.

].ut:E::., en 1997, s le presen-
G a la familia liménez una gran

Caombimpda @l remersn



Alquilar ya no es imposible

Programa de Depdésito para Alquiler ayuda a nuevos inguilinos

wando Carne Weech se

divorcid el verano pasa-

do, su matrirmomo no fue
la unico e '|.'l|.-"rd:il.':-. Tambidn
perdid un lugar donde vivir,
Weech v
e, de canoo ¥ ochio afos, ge

Carrie sus  dos
mudaron con su hermana v no
de poder

tenian  esperanzas

mudarse pronte de alli. Aungue
Carrie Hene un buen ermpleon
como coordinadora de beneficios
}:—d:re el Dl:'parl:arl'u:'l'ltu de Trams-
porte Metropolitane de Santa
Crur, necesitaba todo su salaro
para vivir tenia PO e P rared
de poder ahorrar  suficients
dinera para pagar el primero y
altermg mes de ..1|-:.|ui]|.-r_. mis el
depogito  de  seguridad, para
obtener su propia vivienda.

Es un problema coman en el
condada de Santa Crur, donde s
|11.1|.'|J1~|1 necesitar  miles  de
dilares al contado para comenzar

a alguilar una vivienda. Para

Cruz ¥ con las cludades de Santa
Cruz, Scotts Valley y Capitola
para ofreder un programa de
..’I}'IJd.:I com el dfpnc‘l.‘ur.l.‘:- prara
abquiles, que cubre viviendas en
cuabguier parte del condado, excep-
b en la ciudad de Watsonville

Las cludades v el condado
hacen posible el programa ofrecien-
do dimero de reurhanizacim o fon-
dos federales de vivienda para los
depdsitos de alquiler. La Autoridad
de Viviendas adminkstra el prrogra-
ma, evaluando los posibles clienbes
¥ las umidades a alquilar. Cada
Erupo :.;ul'll.'r:|1;t|l'|.-|.'||.l.1| fJ|..'| sus
propias reglas v condickones,

Cuando Carrie Weech se
encontrd sin hogar él verano
pasade, el programa estaba ya
funcionando en Capitola v, coor-
dinando ¢on la Autoridad de
Viviendaz, pude  hallar ¥
mudarse a un departamento de

dos recimaras, en I'.‘..J|1:I:|.l|.u_. e

aceptara a la familia.

diern, lo buve an problemas”,
dipe Carrie. “Puedo decir hones-
tamente que s no hobiera saido
o la Autoridad de Viviendas oo
s cdmoe nos | hubidramos
arreglado los nifios v yo®.

(Las persomas fnferesadas en el
pragrama de depdsito de  alquiler
prigitent hamer a o Asforidad de

Viedewdas, 464-01 70, exfersider 30000

LOWGRANDO ALQUILAR: Carrle Weack v sw kifs, Kevis,

Jrende al apartamesto gee alpuilan ée Capatola, Despuf de
gu fivorcin, Carmie padp adguilar wmes vivienda comnm con la
ayndan el programa e aywda de depdsite admbiiztrads por

solucionar  ese  problema, la “Ellos respondieron inmedi-

Auvtoridad de Viviendas se uniéd  atamente ¥ cuando  llegsd el

este afio con o condado de Santa

mamente en  gque miecesitE el

da Asitoridad e Veeendas.

Después de25anes: oo

oportunidad v no la dejaron
pasar.  Aceptados como inguili-
s die b Actaridad de Vivien-
das, Pedrm ¥ Maria, junto com sus
hijos Eosita, Lorena, Adridn ¥
DHana, s muedaron a umo de los
complejos de la Autoridad  de
Viviendas en Watsonville.
Aungue el alguiler subit cuan-
doy subdemn sus 'inj-:rl,*m,re-:. todavia
n'|'|r-."sa:_'nl:nhr| L p:'-m-rrl'.:ir- TAF0-

nable de sus ganancias v por
pri:rn-.'r.J L FI1:I|.‘|iI"T'i'|I'I CONTHATEAT A
ahorrar dinere. En siete afios
habiam ahorrado o suficients para
wl Pagn imicial de iina casa.

En marzo de esbe afio gsaron
ese dinero  para comprar una
neeevy casa de dos F-i:u::-': cerca de
Lake en Wat-

comvarbiéndose - en

la avenida East
s e,

rln1pi1'::|'ri-:1'\.' ::hﬂ.'rml."u de .1|4:||.|i|.;|1'

POT un cuarioe e ':'igln.

“Rstamos muy contentos v
orgullosos”, dijo Marfa Jimdnez
unas pOocas sermanas despads que
la familia se habia mudado a la
nueva casa Y damos gracias que
CaisirT s Prosirama o nlquilu._'r
cuanda  mealmente o meoe
sitébamies. Gracas a Lios v a la
Autoridad de Viviendas tememos

ahora e=ta hermosa casa®.



